. My paper will examine some of the current arguments and barriers relating to female participation and access to information technology and computer science.
In Britain, the government has focussed particular attention on ICT and has made it a priority in schools. Most studies to-date have shown that the number of girls entered for GCSE computer studies has increased (Amot et al 1999:20) . Nonetheless, according to UCAS fewer young women go on to take computer science courses at college or university (Stepulevage 1998; Clegg et al 1999) . It women are selecting sex-typed subjects (Amot 1999:21) . They proceed to associate masculinity with science and technology, and female students elect to remain with arts and humanities (Comber et al 1997:124) . There has been very little change since the HMI report of 1980 on Girls and Science (Simons 1981 Overall there is a fairly even performance at 'A' level between the two sexes but this is heavily gendered (EOC 1999:4) . Clearly, boys are far from failing in traditional male subjects at both GCSE and 'A' levels and increasing their lead in the arts namely English and modem foreign languages (Arnot et al 1999:23 Therefore, some women will recoil into family life but others will resist the male dominance and negotiate the right to be different within a masculine organisation (Kvande 1999:325 On the other hand, evidence seems to point to the positive impact of prior experience on attitudes in computer studies (Comber et al 1997) . This is a challenge for women entering the industry to develop games and activities that interest girls in both leisure and classroom contexts, to counter the concentration of violent war games.
We need to measure curriculum relevance for female college and undergraduate students and identify teaching methodologies that will promote a more inclusive technical content and appeal to both sexes. There is an economic incentive here, since the skills shortage in information technology and the computer industry as a whole will have a negative effect on future development. 
